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CONTEMPORARY AND REGIONAL ART AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

A reminder: Museum director Robert P. Bergman announced last year on the occasion of our 
1994 Invitational exhibition that The Cleveland Museum of Art is implementing a number of 
new ways to feature contemporary art. The juried format long called the May Show, whether or 
not it occurred in May, frequently stood as the museum’s primary regular exhibition of 
contemporary art. This regular exhibition slot now supports a broader variety of formats, 
including focused invitational exhibitions and May Show-type large juried shows, as well as 
other, new approaches to showing the work of regional, national, and international 
contemporary artists. 

Because the museum is taking the opportunity to offer visitors a remarkable traveling 
exhibition of contemporary art this summer — Elvis + Marilyn: 2x Immortal (August 2 - 
September 24) — there is no exhibition of art from Northeastern Ohio on the 1995 special 
exhibition schedule. During the summer of 1996, the museum will present a survey of 150 years 
of Cleveland art, from the city’s founding to 1945, in honor of Cleveland’s bicentennial. 
Margaret Bourke-White, Charles Burchfield, William Sommer, Hughie-Lee Smith, Louis 
Rorimer, Viktor Schreckengost, William Zorach, and Clarence Carter are among the 
internationally known artists whose work will be featured in this show, tentatively titled 
Transformations in Cleveland Art. The museum is also collaborating with the Cleveland Center 
for Contemporary Art and SPACES gallery on a Cleveland-theme contemporary exhibition for 
later in 1996, also in honor of the city’s bicentennial. 

The public and critical response to our departures from the May Show format has been 
overwhelmingly, if not universally, positive, and the museum’s curators welcome the 
opportunity to treat talented area artists in a more balanced way, as significant contributors to 
the greater body of contemporary art. The next juried exhibition of works by regional artists 
will be announced as soon as plans are finalized. 
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